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Background
This international symposium entitled: “Trajectories of Emancipation” is the third of a series of symposia that have been collaboratively organised by the Center for Global Studies and Humanities (CGSH, Duke University), Institute for Postcolonial Studies and Transcultural  (INPUTS, University of Bremen), and the Institute for the Study of Dutch Slavery and its Legacy (NiNsee, Amsterdam) during the past two years.

From the 17th through the 19th of June 2006, INPUTS organized an international workshop in collaboration with CGSH at the University of Bremen, Germany. The title of the workshop was: Transcultural Humanities – Between Globalization and Postcolonial Re-Readings of History.  A month later, in July 2006, NiNsee was invited to collaborate with INPUTS and CGSH. 

To this effect, from the 20th through the 23rd of February 2008 a symposium was organized by the Center for Global Studies and Humanities at Duke University, Durham, North Carolina (USA) in collaboration with INPUTS and NiNsee. The title of the symposium was Reflections on the DE-colonial option & the humanities: an international dialogue. 

We would like to continue the conversation this year (2009) at NiNsee with a symposium on Trajectories of Emancipation and Black European thinkers. We are glad to announce that the symposium will be enhanced with the participation of the Black European Research Network. 
The Black European Research Network refers to a collective of scholars working in the fields of Black European Studies, African American Studies, Cultural Studies, Political Science, Economics, Anthropology, Sociology and Philosophy.  The Network was established in June 2008, in conjunction with the first Summer School on Black Europe.   
Within the framework of this symposium Black Europeans refers to groups and individuals who have been referred to as Blacks in Europe at a given point in history in Europe by European states or groups or individuals who have identified or self-defined themselves as Blacks in Europe at a given point and time in history in Europe. The Black European Research Network is a network of scholars who study Black Europeans in Europe from anti-racist and emancipatory perspectives.

Why Trajectories of Emancipation?
Within the world order different countries tend to have different trajectories of emancipation. Thus within the inter-state system decolonization is a major landmark of emancipation for former colonized peoples and nations.  Citizens within a country tend to express and experience their emancipation trajectories differently.  Some citizens express and experience emancipation within the abolition of slavery, workers movements, women movements, anti-racist and civil rights movements.   We will explore these different trajectories of emancipation and discuss the means through which different peoples reconcile with the past. 
Why Black European Thinkers?

Although the permanent presence of people of colour in Europe has only been officially recognised from the 1960s onwards, people of colour have been a part of Europe’s history for many centuries – as workers, soldiers and sailors but also as writers and intellectuals. The equation of European culture with whiteness emerged out of the long and mostly violent encounters with its neighbours and ‘others’ of colour - the Muslim world, Jews, enslaved Africans and the many subjected people and cultures within Europe’s colonial empires. 

This symposium will highlight the mostly ignored historical presence of people of colour in European thinking and intellectual traditions. 
Marketing
There is a growing interest in the field of Black European studies and its conspicuous absence from historical texts. Since this is an emerging field of study, the programme has the opportunity to capitalize on the excitement generated by recent events surrounding the field including:

-The development of the Black European Studies (BEST) Network, Johannes Gutenberg-Universitat Mainz, Germany, to which Peggy Piesche, Philomena Essed, Dienke Hondius, Stephen Small and others have participated.
-The recent (2006) publication of a special edition of the International Journal for Comparative Sociology, specifically dealing with Minorities, Racism and Cultures of Scholarship, to which Dr. Kwame Nimako, Professors, Philomena Essed, David Goldberg, Ramon Grosfoguel and Stephen Small have contributed, featuring many of the planned lectures.

-Black Europe and the African Diaspora conference held at Northwestern University (USA) in April of 2006
-The forthcoming (2008) book entitled Black Europe, to which Dr. Kwame Nimako, Professors Stephen Small, Trica Keaton and Dr. Dienke Hondius have contributed chapters. 

These developments culminated in the first international Black Europe Summer School in Amsterdam in June 2008, followed by the formation of Black European Research Network in June 2008.
Objectives
The objective of this symposium is two-fold:
First, to bring together scholars working in the field of slavery, abolition and emancipation to interrogate various trajectories of emancipation in the field;
Secondly, to interrogate the contribution and reflections of Black European Thinkers (past and present) on matters related to humanity, decolonization, decoloniality of knowledge, anti-racism and civil rights.

Organization
The symposium will be organised by the Institute for the Study of Dutch Slavery and its Legacy (NiNsee) Amsterdam, the Netherlands, the Center for Global Studies and Humanities (CGSH) Duke University, the Institute for Postcolonial Studies and Transcultural (INPUTS), University of Bremen, Germany, in collaboration of Black European Research Network.
The symposium will be administered and managed from NiNsee.   Amy Abdou will be responsible for the practical organization of the symposium; promotion of the program, registration of participants, inviting guests from CGSH and INPUTS, organizing hotels for guests from CGSH and INPUTS, regular contact via email with the collaborating universities, organizing the catering, creating a web page with information over the program, creating programs and welcome packets.   Kwame Nimako will be responsible for the academic content of the symposium, officially welcoming the participants on behalf on NiNsee, and coordinating with organizers at Duke and Bremen. 
Activities: Two day symposium
The symposium will have two components: one will deal with trajectories of emancipation; the other will deal with Black European thinkers.

Sunday 28 June 2009: 

Arrival of participants, registration, and reception
Monday 29 June 2009: Day 1

Trajectories of Emancipation

To bring together scholars working in the field of slavery, abolition and emancipation to interrogate various trajectories of emancipation in the field
Tuesday 30 June 2009:
Black European Thinkers and Transcultural/ Decolonial Humanities

To interrogate the contribution and reflections of Black European Thinkers (past and present) on matters related to humanity, decolonization, decoloniality of knowledge, anti-racism and civil rights.

Wednesday 1 July 2009:


Commemoration and Remembrance of Dutch Slavery


This part is optional

Thursday 2 July 2009:




Departure
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